Expository Essay History
	
	Excellent
	Above Average
	Average
	Poor
	Unacceptable

	Answer

20%
Answer the prompt with key points in 1st paragraph
	Direct answer  to the prompt with 3-4 strong key points:
Best possible answer with clarity
	Direct answer to prompt with 2-3 key points:  good answer to prompt and topic
	Answer the prompt with 2-3 points: Lacks clarity in answer and connections to prompt
	Answer the prompt with 1-2 points only and lacks clarity and connection
	Did not answer the prompt, no key points and or connection to topic

	Body

60%
Evidence, explanation, elaboration and connection to topic\ answer
	Strong presence best answer with evidence, explanation and elaboration with connection to prompt answer:  depth and development in essay
Strong analysis of content
	Evidence and development present needs stronger connection to prompt\ topic and more depth of analysis
	Some evidence is lacking accuracy or relevance but good overall development of essay
	Lack of evidence and or inaccuracies of facts, lacks relevancy to topic or prompt: needs more depth and development in essay
	Incomplete paragraphs incomplete essay  lacks depth and development of the topic and answer

	Conclusion

10%
Abstract connection to topic\ answer

Original thinking 

“so what” concept
	Strong conclusion to original thinking, concepts, topics, and so what factor: abstract thinking

	Connection to “so what” conclusion and original thinking evident in paragraph : abstract thinking and connection to topic
	Restated answer and main points only:  lacks significance of topic and connection to abstract thinking
	Evident paragraph, does not emphasizes or connect to topic or answer with connection to abstract thinking
	Conclusion paragraph  missing
Did not include a conclusion to the essay 

	Writing Mechanics

10%
Structure, spelling, syntax, semantics, and usages, clarity, concision in writing
	No errors in writing mechanics:  Usage and structure highly sophisticated –strong clarity in writing
 
	Good sound writing mechanics,  minimal errors –above grade level
	Some writing mechanics errors,  some lack of clarity in writing due to errors
	Writing mechanics errors distracted from content and understanding
	Major writing mechanics errors
Major distraction to writing and topic


